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MAHA BHARATA TftTTWAKATHANAM. 

A Reveiw by Somanchi Lingana B. A., B. L. Advocate, 



EL LORE. 



This is a great book of critical appreciation of Maha Bha- 
rata and an efficient and effective answer to the ill-informed 
and hasty criticism against the Great Epic. It has become fashi- 
onable now-a-days to court limelight by adversely criticising 
great persons or great works. That this is after all not so mo- 
dern a fashion, can be seen from the quotation at page 274 of 
this book, which puts in poetic language the same path to fame 
or rather notoriety. This book is a valiant defence provoked 
or invoked by the modern critics, who attribute motives to the 
author of the Great Epic and besmear with mud the noble figu- 
res of Maha Bharata, who have been held in affectionate vene- 
ration throughout the long ages of Indian History. Our thanks 
are due mainly to Sri Pendyala Subrahmanya Sastry Garu of 
Pithapuram, the foremost of those critics in Andhra, for having 
pulled the author out of his seclusion and his main work of 
study and teaching ancient lore to eager and affectionate audi- 
ences, both young and old, into writing this monumental work. 
This is an indirect good, resulting from an obvious evil 

Great erudition, prodigious labour, immense faith in Dhar* 
ma and heroic fervour to defend our venerable ancestors have 
gone into this book. Nearly, two hundred books have been quo- 
ted and referred to. With remarkable clarity, the issues have 
been extricated from the tangle of verbiage, presumptions, ass- 
umptions and assertions. Prejudices and Passions have been 
laid bare and answered. His skill in logic has stood in great 
good stead to this author in completely refuting the pseudo-lo- 
gical arguments of the referred critics. To any unprejudiced 
reader, this book is a complete refutation of adverse criticisms 
against Maha Bharata. It has taken six long years to complete 
this book of adout 1500 Pages. Our heart-felt thanks are due to 
the Revered Author of this Book, his labour of love. 

The first Volume is devoted to a refutation of the plurality 
of authors of Maha Bharata. It is a long-standang assertion that 
the Maha Bharata is not the work of a single author but that 



three persons have contributed their authorship to this book. 
In a closely reasoned argument, the author has proved that the 
whole misconception has started in a misinterpretation of the 
well-known line in the Asvalayana Gruhya Sutras, The words 
'Bharata' and 'Maha Bharata' occur therein. The critics have 
rushed to the conclusion that they refer to two different books, 
which have, in course of time, become one. From this premise the 
critics suggest that the present version of Maha Bharata is the 
composition of more authors than one. The learned author has 
proved that Maha Bharata and Bharata are the names of persons 
and not of books. Thus, the very bottom of the argument of the 
ctitics Is knocked away. Other topics relating to the authorship 
of Maha Bharata have been ably discussed in this Volume. 

The next Valume deals with many so-called defects and 
faults of Sri Veda Vyasa. The critics alleged that Sri Vyasa 
was a Ghendala, that he was a slave of sexpassions and that he 
has got deep-rooted prejudices against the Kauravas and is in 
favour of Pandavas. If we assume that Sri Veda Vyasa is an 
ordinary individual, subject to the many weaknesses and faults 
of ordinary human beings, then the attitude of the critics may 
appear to be somewhat plausible but if we believe that he was 
beyond the pale of duality of pain and pleasure, of fear or 
favour etc, and that he is a faithful Recorder of the events as 
they happened and the hidden motive-springs for these events 
hidden from ordinary mortal view, then it becomes a sacrilege 
to attribute motives to Sri Vyasa. The author is a firm believer 
in the super-human powers and attributes of Sri Vyasa, The 
critics stoutly deny this. Thus, there seems to be little common 
ground or accepted authority for judging Sri Vyasa. Taking an. 
ordinary view, there is on reason why Vyasa should be preju- 
diced against Kauravas and should have been favourable towards 
Pandavas. They are both equally related to him and are his 
lineal descendants. From ordinarty stanards, one would prefer 
those in power than those out of it If, however, it is conceded 
that those who are down-trodden and exploited, excite ths sym- 
pathies and those who stick to the straight path counting no 
cost too much to pay for it, extract the admiration and that the 
favxmrable view of Vyasa is based on those reasons, there Is 
nothing wrong m it But to imagine Vyasa as just an ordinary 
human being like an^ofus, .is, to a^ the least, contrary to the 



very Texts on which the critics rely; Othrwise, the whdle'book 
Maha Bharata will have to be dismissed as pure fabrication by 
an unscrupulous author, out to capture the public mind. 

The.third Volume is devoted to the story of Sri Krishna, 
from times immemorial, controversies have raged, allegations 
have been laid and refuted regarding Sri Krishna, Critics allege 
that he is a thief, a whore-monger, an unscrupulous diplomet, 
a miracle-monger, a drunkard and what not For millions that 
believe he is an Avatar, these allegations appear to be the result 
of 'asuric' ignorance. Apart from that, the learned author has 
relied upon many indubitable texts to refute the allegations 
against Sri Krishna. One of the most interesting episodes, whose 
very authenticity is disputed, is the incident of giving an inter- 
minable sarees to Draupadi. The critics say that the incid 3nt 
of removing the sari of Draupadi is itself a concoction invented 
purely to discredit the great Duryodhana and his Brothers. The 
learned author has built an unanswerable case for the truth of 
the entire episode. The other allegations against Sri Krishna 
and their answers are familiar. 

The fourth Volume seeks to answer the critics regarding 
the birth and the story of the behaviour of the Panda vas and 
also the justice of their case for a half share of the Empire. The 
critics firmly believe that the Pandavas were entitled only for 
maintenance and nat for a share in the Empire, This is a matter 
involving questions of Hindu Law as well as questions of fact 
We can see the trend of the times is that the Legislature has 
recently removed certain disqualifications for inheritance. If 
these disqualifications were there, as obviously they were 
there, who was the rightful Emperor Dhrutarashtra or Pandu 
or neither of them ? There is a conflict between the Telugu 
Mahabharata and the Sanskrit Mahabharata. Undoubtedly, the 
Sanskrit Mahabharata is the authoritative version. According 
to the Sanskrit Mahabharata, Pandu was not subject to any 
congenital incurable defect or disease. He was only of a fairer 
complexion than others. On the other hand, Dhrutarastra was 
congenitally and incurably blind. Thus, he was subject torn 
disqualification preventing him form inheriting his father's 
Empire. By the Law of Primogeniture, tho Empire was, vested 
in Bandu and after him by the same law of Primogeniture, 



(4) 

Dhafmaraju was the rightful heir. If Duryodhana was the eldest 
of the third generation, some complications might have arisen. 
Fortunately he was not and Dharmaraju was admittedly older 
than Duryodhana. It looks as though the argument of those who 
favour Duryodhana is based upon innate prejudices and predi- 
lections rather than on an impartial consideration of the entire 
case. 

The next Volume is devoted to the defence of Draupadi. 
Hers is clearly the most difficult, complicated and controversial 
figure in the entire Maha Bharata. Her story smacks of for sign 
influence of exotic customs and habits and her marriage is of 
such a variety, namely Polyandry, which is universally 
condemned now-a-days. She is by far the most admirable, the 
most mysterious, the most beloved and the most feared and 
hated of all the Maha Bharata lidies. Her character is inexpli- 
cable if the events of single life time are taken into considerat- 
ion. Therefore, Sri Vyasa has taken us into the history of 
three prior lives of her and has laid bare the inevitability of 
the history of Draupadi as a consequence of causes set in motion 
in previous lives. The learned author has been at great pains 
in this Volume to prove that Draupadi's character is absolutely 
pure and that she is a Pativrata of the highest order. Much 
research and erudition are in evidence in this Volume. The 
story of Draupadi is the most heart-rending. She should 
normally evoke the heartiest sympathies of anybody by the 
renunciation She has been able to show in her detachment 
towards enemies, her steadfastness and devotion to her Lords* 
her fortitude and organising skill. They are admirable qualities 
and yet there are critics who say that she was bad! woman. The 
disgusting story that she said once "Though I have five^husban- 
d& 1 want a sixth" has been torn to shreds in this Volume 
and has been shown to be a pure fabricatiou. He who carefully 
reads this Volume with an unprejudicd mind, will surely be 
converted into an admirer of the lovable and pitiable "Draupadi. 
She exhibits intensely human feelings unlike her husbands, wbo 
seem to be mainly endowed with divine qualities. Therefore* 
she is all the more lovable. 

The next and last Volume relates to an analysis and descrip- 
tion of the four comrades including Duryodhana. Strangely, 



(S) 

Duryodhana and Kama have attracted the admiration and sym- 
pathy of Some people. Dussasana and Sakuni are usually behind 
the s cenes and are merely tools in the hands of Duryodhana. 
Duryodhana is a spoilt and wilful child. Dhrutarastra is a 
doting, ineffectual and fond father. Kama is no doubt an epic 
character with wonderful charity and nobility. But the way he 
behaved in order to please his patron Duryodhana, especially 
in relation to Panda vas is abominable. We might almost say 
that he sold his noble soul for a mess of pottage. A careful 
reading of this Volume conclusively proves that justice, right 
and righteousness are all on the side of Pandavas and the other 
side is devoid of them. 

Sri Varanasi Subrahmanya Sastry Garu has mightily 
succeeded in his attempt to prove 'the greatness of Vyasa, of 
Sri Krishna, of the Pandavas and of Draupadl In feet, there 
is little common ground between those who treat Maha Bharata 
as the fifth Veda and study it with great veneratnn; those who 
have intense faith in the author itativeness of the Sastras and 
the amcient lore; and those who treit Maha Bharata as a mere 
book of history or Poetry composed by a fallible person subject 
to the many foibles and follies and also deep-rooted prejudices 
and predilections, that the only authority is their own mind. 
It sterns to me to be rather unfair to criticise our ancestors of 
more than five thousand years ago, their social customs, their 
notions of right and wrong and their behaviour in complicated 
situations from our new-fangled notions of to-day. If our 
ancestors believed that something was right and something was 
worng, it is no use condemning their notions. They can only 
be condemned if knowingly, wilfully, perversely or in self - 
imposed ignorance deviated from the path of virtue as then 
conceived. These Volumes clearly prove beyond the slightest 
shadow of doubt that Pandavas never deviated from the path of 
virtue as conceived by them and approved by the ShastraS. 
This is an immense service to seekers of truth. We are deeply 
and irredeemably indebted and grateful to the learned author of 
Maha Bhai^ta Tattvakathanam. 



MAHA BHARATA TATTVAKATHANAMU. 

Volume 4. 
By Sri Varanasi Subrahmana sastry Garu. 

(Copies may b2 had of the author, Pithapuram; East 
Godavari District Rs. 2 - 8 - ) 

This is the fourth part of the "Mahabharatattvakathanamu" 
called Pandavanindanirakaranamu Three parts of this book 
have already been published. This "Mahabharatatattvakatha- 
namu" is in the nature of a reply to the "Mahabharatacharitra** 
of Pendyala Subrahmanya Sastry, a criticism oil modern lines 
of the Mahabharata. 

In the "Mahabharatacharitra" Sri Subrahmanya Sastry 
pointed out a number of incongruities in customs and manners 
of the Pandavas which were not in keeping with the Smrithis 
and other Aryan customs and rites such as the following. The 
births and customs of the Pandavas were alien to those of the 
Kauravas and the Bharatiyas; Svetaketu was the first Indian to 
institute the law of marriage when there was no such law in 
Indian society; by the time of the Mahabharata there was much 
promiscuous progeny in the land that Trivishtapa, wherein 
Arjuna stayed for five years in order to make preparations 
for war for conquering the Kauravas, is identical with Tibet; 
that the marriage of the five Pandava brothers with Draupadi 
was an un-Aryan custom, alien to the land. He quoted profusely 
from other Sanskrit works besides the Mahabharata in support 
of his arguments, 

Varanasi Subrahmanya rastry wrote his work "Mahabhara- 
tatattvakathanamu" in order to defend the orthodox viewpoint 
regarding the Maha Bharata and the Pandavas and their customs, 
ceremonies and actions. His replies to the several points raised 
in the "Maha Bharata charitra" are strong and powerful. 

Whatever might be the issues at stake between the two 
writers and whatever one's assessment of the evidence adduced 
on either side to defend one's own arguments, there is no doubt 
that there is much intesting material in these Volumes of Maha 
Bharata Tattvakathanamu. The fourth Volume is as interesting 
as the other three Volumes already published. The author quotes 
profusely from a number of Sanskrit works in defence of his 
arguments. THE HINDU, SUNDAY. 1641-52. 



MAHA BHARATA TATf VAKATHANAMU. 

Volume 5. 
By Sri Varanasi Subrahmana sasfry Garu. 

(Author, Baru st, Pithapuram; East Godavari District. 

Rs. 2*0-0) 

This volume is the fifth in the series entitled "The narra- 
tion of the truth of the MahabMrata" published by the author 
The attempt is to examine the opinions expressed by others 
with regard to the problems that have been raised in the critical 
treatises. Mahabharatha is a multifaced gem that has crystallized 
out of the age-long civilisation and culure of India. It has been 
commented upon, discussed and interpreted not only in India 
but throughout the world and translated into almost all the 
Indian languages and many foreign languages as , well. This 
author has had access to a few such works in Telugu and com- 
ments on all of them while establishing his own views. There 
are two ways of interpreting this great classic, one from the 
standpoint of modern criticism bas^d on a* knowledge of the 
history of human civilisation and social evolution; The other 
is the so-called traditional view of interpreting the text from 
the spiritual or religious basis. The author has taken up the 
second path. 

The previous volumes have been reviewed in these columns 
and the present one deals with the defence of Draupadi. Forty- 
four topics beginning with the previous births of Draupadi 
have been dealt with. The author shows his great and detkiled 
knowledge of the text and the Sastras. He establishes that 
Draupadi was a very devout person in. her previous birth; that 
she was born out of the sacrificial fire, that she hid to be m^ 
ried to five husbands as a natural consequence of her previous * 
birth and this was in no way a reproach to her great chastity 
and that her ill-treatment in the court of the Kauravas was most 
undeserved. While establishing these, he frerfy.%sestfextft with 
which he is familiar and criticises freely the opinions of his 
contemporaries. 

There are other schools of thought Which view tHe 'Maha- 
bharata not as the worifi of one authoiy and say thatian -original 
kernel has swelled into the present huge work by interpolations 
and additions. The stale fcchobP thiliks that it i-epifeSeiits the 



various stages in the evolution of the social and religious order 
followed by different people in the various parts of India, 
collected into a compendium as is s een to-day. There cannot be 
any reconciliation of these too views. But in between there are 
a few critics who take their stand by turns on one platform and 
the other and their interpretations are bound to be incoherent. 
The author examines some of these critical reviews and by his 
erudition refutes them. The book certainly worth study by 
those who seek to know the traditional view. The book would 
have gained in merit if the author had chosen to use more rest- 
rained language in his criticism of other commentators. 

G.J.S. 
THE HINDU; SUNDAY 23-11-1952. 
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